
 

 

   

VNA SQL Maintenance Plan Recommendations 

About SQL Server Maintenance Plans 

Maintenance plans create a workflow of the tasks required to make sure that your VNA 

databases are optimized, regularly backed up, and free of inconsistencies. These maintenance 

tasks are recommended to be run automatically at scheduled intervals.  

Backups 

You should plan your backup and recovery strategy to meet your organizations defined recover 

point objectives (RPO) and recovery time objectives (RTO). You can think of RPO as the amount 

of data that can be lost during an outage and RTO as the amount of time it takes to recover the 

data. For example, if you can only tolerate 15 minutes of downtime you may need to consider 

more options than simple DB backups as those could take hours to restore if a full restore is 

necessary. At a minimum Lexmark recommends the following: 

 Daily Full Backups (Keep for 4 days) 

 Hourly Transaction Log Backups (Keep for 4 days) 

Index Defragmentation 

Managing Index fragmentation is critical to ensure your system maintains the highest 

performance possible. The sys.dm_db_index_physical_stats system function can be used to 

determine the amount of fragmentation on your indexes. Refer to MSDN for further information on 

this function.  SQL Server Enterprise is required to rebuild indexes online. If you do not have SQL 

Server Enterprise you must schedule application downtime to perform index rebuilds. 

For most implementations Lexmark recommends using Olla Hallorgren’s maintenance solution 

(https://ola.hallengren.com/) to dynamically detect the level of fragmentation and take a 

corresponding action. We recommend the following actions weekly for each fragmentation range: 

 0-15% - Update Statistics with full sample set. 

 15-30% - Reorganize Index & Update Statistics with a full sample set 

 >30% Rebuild Index Online 

Your DBA should actively monitor the run times for index maintenance to ensure the jobs 

complete during non-peak system processing times and adjust as needed. 

Have Questions? Contact your account representative about a SQL Healthcheck. 

https://ola.hallengren.com/

